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Advertisement. 


TH E former of the 


following Treatiſes -was 
firſt rage. in Eng- 
a 


liſh 


out a century ago, 


and annexed to a work 
on the Duties of the Great 
written by the prince of 


Conti, which is now be- 
come exceedingly ſcarce, 
ſo that thete is reaſon to 
believe the Treatiſe it- 
ſelf is little known. The 


latter is on a ſubjeQ ſo 
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curious and intereſting, 
and written in a manner 
ſo characteriſtic of the 
pious and ſenſible Au- 
thor, as cannot fail to 1 
recommend it to the ju- FR. 
dicious and well-diſpos- | | 
os Reader. © 
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Cronin perfection 
has not all thoſe ſeveri- 
ties, that irkſomeneſs, 
nor thoſe reſtraints in it, 
that are commonly ima- 
ined. It requires in- 
> wr that we give up our 
ſelves wholly, and from 
the bottom of our hearts 
to God; but then every 
thing we do for his ſake 
becomes eaſy, Thole 


who have entirely and 
without reſerve. given 
themſelves up to Gon, 
are always contented ; 
whatever he wills, they 
will, and ate ready to 
do for his ſake. They 
renounce. all, and find 
the hundred-fold in thus 
emptying themſelves, 


ace of conſcience, free- 


domof ſpirit, pleaſure in 
being ee within the 
arms of their God, joy 
in perceiving light daily 
fpringing up their 
fouls, liberty from the 
fears and tyrannical de- 
fires of the world. Such 


is the hundred-fold of 
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bliſs, which the children 
of Gop poſleſs even in 
this life, if they but con- 
tinue faithful to him. 
They make an entire ſa- 
crifice of themſelves, but 
it is to him they love; 
they ſtrip themſelves, 
but 'tis of what they no 
longer love; they ſuffer, 
but it is their choice to 
ſuffer, and they prefer 
| mage ſufferings to 
ſe delights : their bo. 
dies endure ſharp afflic- 
tions; poſſibly their ima- 
inations may be diſor- 
> was and their ſpirits 
may. fail, but their wills 
continue calm, and in- 


10 a 
ceſſantly ſay Amen to all 
thoſe ſtripes with which 
Gov chaſtiſes them for 
their ſanctification. 

God requires of us 
only a will that is not 
divided between himſelf 
and the creatures, a will 
that is pliant in his 
hands, which neither de- 
fires nor refuſes any 
thing, which wills with- 
out exception every 
thing that he wills, and 
upon no pretence what- 
ſoever wills what he 
wills not: When once 
we are brought to this 
diſpoſition, every thing 
becomes profitable to us, 
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and even the moſt uſe- 
leſs amuſements are con- 


verted into good works, 


Happy 1s he who gives 
bintlel up to Gos, he 
is ſet free from his own 
paſſions, and from the 
opinions of men, from 
their malice, and from 
the tyranny of their cus- 
toms, from their r 
and wretched raillery, 
from the misfortunes 
which the world aſcribes 


to chance, from the un- 


conſtancy and unfaith- 
fulneſs of friends, from 
the artifices and ſnares 
of enemies, from his own 


weakneſſes, from the mi- 


12 
ſeries and inſtability of 
an irreligious death, from 
the cruel remorſe that 
attends criminal plea- 
ſures, and finally From 
the eternal condemna- 
tion of God. How can 
he but be delivered from 
that infinite number of 
mileries, ſeeing he has 
223 his will in the 
hands of Go p, and will- 
ing nothing but what he 
wills, finds amidſt all his 
ſufferings, his whole con- 
ſolation in his faith and 
in his hope p 

What weakneſs is it 
to be afraid of giving up 


13 
one's ſelf to Gov, or of 


eng: Zi 15 too far in a 


veted ? Thrice happy 
thoſe who throw them- 
ſelves without reſerve 
into the -arms of the 
Father of mercies, and 
God of all consolation ; 
as St. Paul ſpeaks. — 
Then will they deſire 
nothing but to know 
their duty, and fear no- 
thing fo much, as not to 
perceive what he re- 
quires ; and when they 
iſcover ſome new light 
in divine things, they 
are tranſported with joy 
like a miſer when he has 


ſtate To much to be co-. 
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Sound a hidden treaſure. 


A Chriſtian in eve- 


ry 1 which 


Providence lays upon 
him, wiſhes juſt that 


which happens to him, 


and nothing of that 
which he wants; for the 


more he loves Cop, the 


more contented he is, 
and the moſt ſublime 


perfection, inſtead of 


making his yoke more 
weighty, renders it light. 


one's. ſelf too much to 
Goo? that is, to be a- 
fraid of being too happy, 
to be aſraid of having too 


What madneſs is it to 
be afraid of giving up 


| 15 
much fortitude in the 


life, too much conſola- 
tion in the courſe of vir- 
tue, of being ſet too free 
from the tyranny of our 
paſhons, which make us 
miſerable, - 

Let us then deſpiſe 
the things of this world 
to give up ourſelves en- 
tirely to God. I ſay not 


that we are abſolutely to 
throw them all up. When 


one is already engaged in 
an honeſt calling, let him 


but change the principle 
of his acting, and he wilt 
do much the ſame things 
out of love to Gop which 


he did before. Gon ne- 
ver oyerturns the r. 

and conditions of men, 
nor deſtroys the func- 
tions he himſelf has or- 
dained, We then ſhould 


do for the ſervice of 


Gop what we now do 


to pleaſe men and to 


content ourſelves: there 
would then be this hap- 


PY difference only, that 


inſtead of being devour- 
ed by our pride, our 
paſſions, and the mali- 
cious cenſures of the 
world, we ſhould a& 


with freedom, with cou- 


rage, and with hope in 


Goo; we ſhould then 


nks nerous confidence; and Þ} 
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be enlivened with a ge- 


we ſhould be ſupported 
by the expeQation of 
thoſe good things which 
ſhall never periſh, which 
are advancing to · vard us, 
while the things of this 
world are continuallx 
fliding from us. The love 
of Gop, which would 
make us feel the love he 
bears to us, would give 
us wings to ſoar in the 
regions of joy and de- 
light, and carry us on 
high above all our miſe- 
ries. If we have any 
difficulty to believe this, 
our experience will ſoon 
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taste and see, ſays David, 
how gracious the Lord is. 
When piety is built on 
its fundamental princi- 
ple, the will of God, 
without conſulting the 
taſte, the conſtitution, or 
the allies of an un 

vernable zeal, Oh! how 
ſimple, ſweet, eaſy, love- 
ly, diſcreet, and free it 


is in all its eps! We 


live then much as others 
do, without affectation, 
without any ſhew of 


_ auſterity, with complai- 
ſance and good man- 


ners, but in a conſtant 
obſervance of all our 


convince us of it. Come, | 
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duty, renouncing con- 


thing that 


does not from time to 
time fall in with the 
order of God, to whom 
we ſacrifice all the irre- 
gular motions of nature, 
And this is that worship- 
ping in spirit and in 
truth, which 3 
Cunts fays his Father 
requires. Every thing 
elſe is a religion of cere- 
mony, and a mere ſha- 
dow rather than the 
truth. 

J=sus Crnnist tells 
us in general, That we 
must take up his croſs 
to be his disciples, and to 
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follow him ; that we muſt 


enter in at the gtrait gate; 
that we must do violence 
to ourselves to gain the 
kingdom of Heaven ; that 


we must deny ourselves, 


hate ourselves ; that we 


must not be conformed to 
this world, which 1s ac- 
cursed, because of offences. 

Theſe truths frighten 


a great many, becauſe 


they only know what 
this religion obliges them 
to do, without knowing 
what it makes them love; 


they ſee the croſs it pre- 


sents, but are altogether 
ignorant of that love 
it inſpires them with 


which makes it light, 
and know not that it 
brings men to the high- 
eſt perfection, by ſenſa- 1 
tions which ſweeten the 1 
moſt toilſome labours. 1 
Miſerable are thoſe x 
flothful and irreſolute | 
ſouls, who are divided | 
betwixt Gop and the 
world; they are rent in 
pieces at once by their | 
paſſions and their re- | [ 
morſe; they. dread both 1 
the judgments of Gop 
and the opinions of men; 
they abhor evil, and yet 14 
are aſhamed of good; 1 
they ſuffer all the pains 1 
of virtue, without taſt- 


22 
ing of the pleaſures: 
Oh! what peace would 
they not enjoy in the 
boſom of their Gop, 
had they but ſo much 


opinions of men. 
Oh ! how dangerous it 
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unworthy of rational 
creatures, how deſtruc- 
tive of our peace, to 
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whole life was given us 
for no other end, but 
that we might advance 
apace to our beavenly 


flies away like a trea- 


courage as to deſpiſe the 


is for our ſalvation, how 


dwell within our own- 
ſelves for ever. Our 


country. The world 


| 23 
cherous ſhadow, eterni- 


ty already advances to 
receive us, why linger 


we to march, while the 
day of mercy ſhines on 
us? Let us haſten to ar- 


rive at the kingdom of 


heaven. 


The firſt command- 


ment of the law is ſuſh- 


cient alone to over- 


throw in a moment all 
the pretences that can 
be made, for reſerving 
any thing from Gon; 
Thou $halt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart 
with all thy soul, with all 
thy mind, and with. all 
thy might, Obſerve how 
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many words the Holy 
Spirit joins together, 
to prevent any relerve 
which man would make 
in prejudice of that love, 
which requires every 
thing to be ſacrificed to 
it: Behold a love jea- 
lous and commanding ; 
all is not too much for 
it ; there is but one only 
way of loving God ſin- 
cerely, which is to make 
no conditions with him, 
but with a generous re- 
ſolution to follow whi- 
therſoever he leads. 

All thoſe who are cau- 
tious and reſerved in 


their affections, who 
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would love God for fear 
of puniſhment, but are 
willing to be a little deaf, 
when Lo ſpeaks to them 
of renouncing the world 
and themſelves, run a 
great hazard of being 
of thoſe luke-warm ones, 
whom Jesus CurisrT 
fays he will spue out. 

We are not truly rea- 


ſonable but in as far as 


we conſult the will of 
Gov, in order to con- 
form our wills to it. 
This is the light we 
ought to follow, all other 


lights are deceitful. — 
Blind are they then who 
| - WY | 
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think themſelves wiſe, 
and have not the wis- 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt. 
They run after = - 
toms in a profound 
darkneſs; they are like 
thoſe who in a dream 
think themſelves awake, 
and imagine all the ob- 
jects in their dream to 

real. Thus all the 


great ones of the earth, 


all the wiſe men of the 
world, all thoſe who are 
bewitched with falſe 

leaſures, are deluded. 

here are hone but the 
children of Gop who 
walk in the light of 
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pure truth. What is it 


that attends men of am- 


Bitious and vain imagin- 


ations? Often diſgrace, 
always death, the judg- 
ment of Gop and a mi- 
ſerable eternity. Theſe 
are the great and terri- 
ble ſcenes which ad- 
vance and open to the 
view of irreligious men, 
yet they perccive them 
not: their policy can 
foreſee every thing ex- 
cept the inevitable de- 


ſtruction of every thing 
they purſue. O ye blind. 


when will ye open your 
eyes to the light of Jeſus 


Chrift, which would dis- 


—— — 


8 
cover to you the nothing - 


neſs of all human great- . 
t 7 
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neſs? They feel 
are not truly happy, 
et they ſtill entertain 
opes of becoming ſo, 


by thoſe very things 


which render them mi- 


ſerable. That which they 


want, torments thera, 


that which they poſſeſs 


does not ſatisfy them; 
their ſorrows are real, 
their joys ſhort, vain 
and pernicious, and coſt 
them more than they are 
worth, Their whole life 
is a conſtant ſenſible ex- 
perience of their error; 


the cternal judgment is 
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alreadv hanging over 
deir heads; their fan- 


ick joys are juſt 
_Ehanging _ —_— 
ing weeping an wl- 
ing ; — 175 is a ſha- 
ow juſt diſa ing, 
or at Toft, like ke flow: 
er, which in the morn- 
ing blows and flouriſhes, 
but in the evenin 
fades, withers, and fall 
to the ground. | 
- What is become of 
thoſe fooliſh worldlings? 
ye might have ſeen them 
at the hour of their death 
caſt down, trembling 
and confounded; they 
acknowledge their hav- 


e 


80 
ing been miſerably de- 
ceived, they deplore 
C | their fatal miſtake, | 
1 even run from one es 
| treme to another ; for 
after having lived with- 


gion, they become ſu. 
perſtitious and cowardly 
at their death. 


zard their all for ever, 
than reſtrain their irre- 
gular inclinations, and 
yet nothing is more com- 
mon. Remonſtrate to 
them as much as you 
pleaſe, on the vanity and 

+ Dothingneſs of their ex- 


— ED 


out any regard to reli- 


* Is it not deplorable, 
that men will rather ha- 


* a 
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1 from the in- 
ff 


ciency of all created 
angs. Obſerve to them 


Me ſhortneſs of life, the 


inconſtancy of friends, 
the deceitfulneſs of great 
offices, the unavoidable 
diſquiets that attend 
them, the diſappoint- 
ments of their moſt re- 
fined projets, the emp- 


tineſs of all the things 


they poſſeſs, the mony 


of all the things they ſut- 
fer. How real and ſen- 
fible ſoever all theſe ob- 
{ervations may be, they 
only glance on the heart, 
they never paſs the ſur- 
face, the man is not in- 


. n 
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| —_ to feel himſelf 
ave to vanity, and 
does not ſhake of F. 
ſlavery. | 8 
What muſt he do then 
to be ſet free from ſuch 
a deplorable eſtate? He 
muſt pray to be in ward - 
ly enlightened, and then 
| he will perceive the a- 
byſs of goodneſs that is 
in Gov, and the abyſs 
and nothingneſs of evil, 
which is in the corrupt- 
ed creatures: then he 
will deſpiſe himſelf, hate 
himſelf, diſtruſt himſelf, 
forſake himſelf, and loſe 
himſelf in the abyſs of 


wardly changed. He 


33 | 
divine mercy. What a 


appy loſs will this be, 
een he ſhall find him- 
without ſeeking him- 


ſelf in contemplat in 

Gop ; when he mall 
perceive the vanity of 
the world, which in a 


ſmort time will vaniſh 


like ſmoak ! All its gran- 
deur and pageantry ſhall 
fly away; every high 
thing ſhall be — * 
low, all dominions cruſh- 
ed, and every haughty 
head humbled under the 

weight of the eternal 

majeſty of God, in that 
day when he ſhall come 


to give judgment on 


34 
mankind. ... With one 


look only "ſhall he cxy 


tinguiſh every thing 


glitters in this our night” 
as. the riſing ſun extin- 


niſhes the ſtars: we 
mall then behold noth- 
ing but Gop every 
where, fo glorious will 
he appear: it will be 
needleſs to ſeek him, 


for we ſhall ſee nothing | 


but him, whoſe bound- 
leſs nature fills all 
things, Where are now, 
ſhall they then Hay, 
| thoſe fine objects that 
once ſo bewitched our 
hearts? Where are the 
marks of them? Where 
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was it we ſaw them? 


Alas! there is not re- 


wining the leaſt foot“ 
of the place where 


they once had been; 
they are gone like a 


ſhadow which the ſun 
chaſes away, ſcarcely is 
it true that they have 
been, ſo true it is, that 
now they are not. 

But ſuppoſe that this 
world was never to have 
an end, it will ina ſhort 


time abandon and en- 


tirely forget you, do 


whatever you can; a 
little ſooner, or a little 


later, in a {mall number 


of years which will 


986 | 
diſappear like a dream, 
you — days will 
uic aſs over, th 

Leid will win 6. hy 
other ſide, and leave 
not hing behind but con- 
tempt and diſguſt for 
thoſe who have not 
learned in time to des- 
piſe it. The time is juſt | 
at hand, it is already | 
come, here it is: let us 
haſte to prevent it, let 
us love eternal beaut 
which never grows old, 
nor ſuffers thoſe to grow a 
old who love nothing 

but it. Let us deſpiſe | 
this accurſed world, \ 


ore mzmADrtmracypoy pam 


which already on all 
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ſides is falling to ruin, 
Have we not ſeen, ſince 
ayer we could make any 

rvation, that all per- 
ſons of the higheſt and. 
moſt eminent ranks have 
been ſurpriſed by death. 
All have been ſwallowed 
up by the devouring 
gulph of eternity. There 


has riſen up as it were 


a new world out of the 

rave of that which was 
in being when we firſt 
ſaw the light. As ſhort 
as our lite is, we muſt 
look out for new friends, 
having loſt all our old 
ones. Here's no longer 


the ſame family, ſome 
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other unknown ' xela- 
tions have come up in 
its place. We fee eve. 
a whole Court diſappea 
at once, others are now 
in the room of thoſe we 
formerly admired, and 
come todazzleus awhile 
in their turn, What is 
becomeof all thoſe migh- 
ty actors who' crowded 
the ſtage thirty years 
ago? is this then that 
world that ſo attracts us? 
where all our acting is 
juſt but to · paſs over the 
ſtage, and then make our 
crit. It is nothing but 
miſery, vanity, and mad- 
nels; or as St. Paul ex- 
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preffes it, It is but the 


| Shadow of a figure that 
. 47 away. flecting 
and fooliſh world! doit 


thou think to maintain 
thy credit with us for 
ever? what impudence 
is it in thee, to think to 
cheat us with ſuch vain 
and empty phantoms? 


thou art nothing but a 


dream, and yet wouldit 
have us rely on thee : we 
fgel, even whilſt we en- 
joy thee, that thou haſt 
nothing real to — 


our deſires. How dare 


thou give magnificent 


names to glorious miſe- 


ries, and offer them to 


40 N 
us with ſuch a ſmilin 
countenance? why do 
thou amuſe us with @. 


thou art juſt this moment 
to diſappear, and yer 
dareſt to undertake to 
make us happy. 


many agreeable vanities? 
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FENELON, 


DEJECTION, OR LOWNESS OF 
SPIRITS, 


— 


As: to what regards a 
certain Lowneſs of Spi- 
rits, that contracts the 
heart and damps it, 
theſe two rules ſeem to 
me of importance. The 
firſt is, to remedy this 
lowness, by the — 
Providence furniſhes: 

For example, not to o- 
verload ourſelves' with 
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toilſome affairs; that 
we may not fall under 


an unequal burthen. 
To huſband not only the 


' firength of the body, 


but even that of the 
mind ; by not taking 
things upon ourſelves, 


in which we ſhould rec- 
kon too much on our 


own courage, To re- 


ſerve, always, hours for " 


contemplation, for read- 
ing, for encouraging our- 
ſelves by good conver- 


ſations, even . BY: 
in order to unbend all at 
once, the mind along 
with the body, accord- 
ing to the occaſion, 
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We muſt, beſides, have 
ſome ſure and diſcreet 


perſon, to whom we 
way unboſom ourſelves, 
about every thing that 
concerns not the Se- 
crets of another, for 
this unloading eaſes and 
enlarges the oppreſſed 
Hands... -. 1 5 * 

Pains too long kept 
in, often ſwell, even to 
burſting the heart. If 
they could be extracted 
we ſhould ſee that they 
do not merit all the bit- 
terneſa they have occa- 


ſioned. 


Nothing draws a ſoul 
ſo much out of a certain 


profound darkneſs, as 
the ſimplicity and low- 
lineſs, with which ſhe 
expoſes her diſcourage- 
ments at the expence of 


her glory, demanding 


light - and conſolation 
in the communion ſhe 


ought to have among the 


children of Goo. 


The ad. rule is to bear 
2 all the in vo- 
untary impreſſions of 


ſpite of the helps and 
RES we have 

n juſt now explain» 
in g · Ry 7 


dejection we ſuffer, in 


* 
Tue internal diſcou- 


ragements make ut go 


ments, and be always 
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more. ſpeedily than eve- 
ry thing elſe in the way 


of faith: provided they 


do not make us ſtand 
ſtill ; and the involun- 
tary ſlackneſs of the ſoul 
does not deliver her up 
to this dejection, that 
ſiezes, as it were, by 
force, on the whole in- 


| made in this 
ſtate is always a gigan- 
tic one; it is more wor 


than a thouſand made in 
a a diſpoſition gere ſweet. 
and conſoung& We have 


nothing to do then but 
deſpiſe our diſcourage- 


. _-- » wa. : - 
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going on, in order to 


ren 
neſs phe uſeful and 
grand, than that of 
courage and the moſt he- 
roic ſtrength. 

Oh! how deceitful is 
that ſenſible courage, 
that renders all af j 
that does and ſuffers all, 
that is well pleaſed with 


itſelf for nevet heſitat- 


in Oh! how it nou- 


riſhes ſelf-confidence, 


and a certain uplitted- 


neſs of hal.” This cou- 
rage that ſometimes 


wonderfully edifies the 


Public, nouriſhes within 


a certain ſatis faction and 


to 


— 
of 
he- 


is 
ige 
* 
l, 
11th 
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ace, 
ted- 
cou- 
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—_—_— we render 
ves, that is a ſub- 


tile poiſon, We reliſh 
our own virtue, are 
complacent in it, and 
well pleaſed with our- 


ſelves for its ſtrength. 


A ſoul weakened and 


_ humbled, that finds no 


— any refuge in 
herſelf, that fears, that 


1s troubled, that is ſor- 


rowful even to death, 
that cries out, in fine, 


as jesus Cunisr did, 


when he was on the 
croſs, Oh Gov! Oh 
my Goo! why haſt 
thou forſaken me? is 
much more purified, 


—— 
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| and dead to all felf-de- 


fire, than ſtrong ſouls 
who enjoy in peace the 
fruits of their virtue. 


Happy the ſoul that 
Gop caſts down, that 
Gop bruiſes, from 


whom Gop has taken 
away all ſtrength in her- 


ſelf, that ſhe may no 


longer ſupport herſelf, 
but in him that fees her 
poverty, that is content 
with it, that bears, be- 


ſides the croſſes with- 


out, the great internal 
croſs of diſcouragement, 


without which all the 


ere 
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others would weigh na- 


thing. 


- On Diss ir AT ION and 


Dzjzcrtion of Mind. 


+. You are in pain 


about two things, the 
one to ſhun diſſi pation, 


and, the other, to ſup- 
port yourſelf againſt de- 
jection; for diſſipation, 
you. will never cure 
yourſelf of that, by forc- 
ed reflections. Hope 
not to perform the work 
of grace by the means 


and induſty of nature. 


Content yourſelf. with 
| j | 


- o 8 
"_ 
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giving your will to God 
hout reſerve; : 


when the thoughts of 


any ſtate of pain come 


into your mind, always 
think on it ſo, as that 
| ag would accept of it, 


y an abandoning of 
yourſelf to his divine 
providence. 

Take great care never 
to go to meet theſe 
thoughts of the croſs: 
But when Gos permits 
them to come upon you 
without your having 


ſought for them, never 
let them paſs without 


fr uit. 


„ess sé ont OCH ES 


tl 


re 


cCiſe your faith: do not 


„„ 
| ; in ſpite of 
the reluctances and hor- 0 
rors of nature, Whatever 
Go preſents to \ 
mind, as a trial by 


—= 
'q 
1 
'Y 


which he might exer- | 
put yourſelf at all in | 

in to know if you 
thall have ftrength to 
execute in the occaſion, 
what at a diſtance you 'q 
defire to do. 
occaſion when preſent | 
will have its own grace, | 
but the grace of the mo- | 
hk "2 
ment, m which you 


'q 


think of theſe oroſſes, is, 
heartily to accept them, 


at the time Gop ſhall 


This foundation laid ; 
walk on, in tranquillity 
and confidence, Pro- 


vided this diſpoſition of 


r will be not chang- 


ed, by voluntary attach- 


ments to ſomething a- 

inſt the order of Gop, 
it will ſubſiſt always. 
_ Your imagination will 
be wandering, on a 


_ thouſand vain objects. 
It will, even, be more 


or leſs agitated, accord- 
ing to the places you are 
in, and according as 
it is more or leſs diſor- 
dered by object, more 


ES a Sued waooy vn oi gti 


I ſtriking, or tanguithing: 

| But, what then? The | 
= imagination, (as St. 
7, Thereſa ſays,) is the 

5 fool of the houſe: ſhe ' 
f « never ceaſes making | 
J = «© noiſe and ſhining.” | 
= ff The minditſelfis drawn 
_— away by her. It cannot 

, | help ſeeing the objeRs 

5 ſhe preſents to it, its at- 

U tention to images is un- \y 
2 — 1 a at- * 
S. tention is a re 

e but, provided it 72 14. 

[- — it never ſe- 

e _ us from Gov: 

8 the — 

— | of the he will tha 

e the harm. 
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III your: will never 
/ __ concur to your ins. 
f you never will ſtray; 
and it will be the truth 
' to ſay of you, your con- 
templation has never de- 
cayed. Every time you 
perceive your ſtraying, 
| - bating it; and, return 

gently to the ſide of 


gle of mind, 
ſenſible of this ſtraying, 
it will not be a ſtraying 


as you perceive it, lift 
up your eyes towards 
Goo, The fidelity you 


Cop without any ſtrug- 


of the heart, As: ſoon 


weve og mor Gergeeerererrr 
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have in re-entering his 
preſence every time you 
are ſenſible of your ſtate, 
will make you deſire the 
favour of a more fre- 

vent preſence, And 
Wie, if I am not miſ- 


taken, is the way to 
render this preſence ve- 


ry ſoon familiar. 


| * This ready fidelity to 


turn away from other 
objects, every time the 


ſtraying is obſerved, will 


not be long in a ſoul 


without a frequent and 
eaſy recollection. But 
it muſt not be imagined 
we can enter into this 


ſtate by efforts of our 


777. oe PE Oo Ont oy on erin > 
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own; ſuch a ſtruggling 


would render you con- 


ſtrained, ſcrupulous, un- 
ealy in the affairs and 
converſations where you 


have occaſion for being 


free, You would be al- 
ways in fear leſt the pre- 
ſence of Gop eſcaped 


you; always running to 


recover it, ” would 


be eriveloped in all the 
phantoms of your imagi- 


nation. 
Thus the preſence- of 


| Gov, that ought, by its 


ſweetneſs and light, to 
facilitate our — 


to all other objects we 


have occaſion to conſi - 


— — 
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87 
der in the order of-: God, 


would render you, on 


the contrary, always in 
itation, and incapable 
the external func- 


tions of your condition. 


Never be uneaſy then 
that this ſenfible 


| ſence of God has cleap- 
ed you; but, above all, 


be much u ; your 
guard, inſt defiring 
a preſence of Goo,, ſup- 
ported by reaſon and 
reflections. ing: 
the courſe of the day 
and detail of your occu- 
pations, with a general 


and - confuſed : view of 


| zB 

Cos; in ſuch ſort, that, 
if it were aſked you 
then, what is the diſpo- 


would be the truth to 
ſay, it attended to Gon, 
although you were then 
_ attentive to ſome other 

objet. 1 


all in pain for the wan- 
derings of your imagina- 
tion, that you cannot 
command. We ſtray of- 
ten from fear of ſtray- 
ing, and after that, from 
regret of having done 
. 3:5 


firion of your heart? It 


Bo not put yourſelf at 


& 1 7 
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journey, inſtead of go- ; 
ing on "always without | 


his in foreſecing 
the falls he might | 


make? And, when he 


had made any one, in 
returning to ſee the place 


where he bad fallen?? 


Go on, go on, would. 
you ſay to him. I fay 
the ſame to you ; go on, 


- without looking behind 
you; and, ky monroe f 


ping; walk, ſays the 
The 3 


 Gop will corre& you 
more than your own in- 


bounding of the love o 


quicmdes and 

veturns on — 
This rule is ſi mple; but 
mature, accuſtomed to do 
all by ſentiment and re- 
fiction; finds it W 
even to exceſs. 

We would affift our- 
ſelves and give ourſelves 
more ſpring, but tis in 
this the goodneſs of the 


. confrits, - that it 
ps us in a fiate of 


re faith, where we 

pport — on 
Cos alone; to whom 
we Banden ourfelves, 
— — = die to 
ourſelves, by er 
Whatever is of ſelf. 8 
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By this we de not 


tions, that: might con- 


_ ftrain perſons very much 


employed, or hurt their 
heatth. We turn theſe 
actions all to loving, but, 


to loving ſimply, thus 
ve are never overload- 
ed. For we bear only 
_ what we love: this rule, 


taken right, is fufftcient 


alfo for curing = 
tion. 


ad. Dz3zcr ten; or 
Mancher, Pro- 


ceeds often from this, 
that whenſceking God, 
we do not feel him 


enough, to be content; 


the deſire of mts Him, 
is not the deſire er 

ſeſſing him: But * is 
the defire of being afſur- 
ed, for the love of our- 
ſelves, that ' we. poſſeſs 
him, in order to our 
own conſolation. 4 
Nature, damped aid 


. 22 is impati- 
ent to . ſelf 


pure faith, where ſhe 
wants all ſupport; ſhe is, 
in that ſtate, as in-the 
air. She would feel her 
own advancement. | 

At the fight” of our 
— our gs frets ; 


_ - Martha! Martha! why 


of our pride for a ſenti- 
ment of penitence. 

- We would, from ſelf. 
love, have the pleaſure 
of ſceing ourſelves per- 


_ fe: wechide ourſelves 


for not being ſo. We 


are impatient, ha hty 
prone Yn. gry ors. 


ourſelves and others; 
Deplorable error! as if 
the work of Gop would 
be accompliſhed by our 
chagrin ! as if we could 
unite ourlelves to the 


Gos of peace by lofing 
our peace within. | 


art thou troubled about 
ſo many things for the 


64 
ſervice of Jeſus Chriſt? 
One only is needful, to 
love him, and keep at- 
tentive to his feet. 
_ When we —_— 


abandoned to:Govp, 
is done, without doing 
any thing. We let our- 
ſelves be conducted with 
confidence, for what is 


to come. We will, with- 


out referve, whatever 
Goo ſball will; and we 
ſhut aur eyes that we 
may foreſee nothing: 
We apply ourſelves, 
| however, in what is 
1 to accompliſh 


is will. 


.. . Sufficient for every | 
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day is its own good and 
evil. This daily accom- 
pliſhmen: of the will of 
Gov, is the coming of 
his kingdom within us, 


and, at the ſame time, 


our daily bread. 


We would think our- 


ſelves infidels, and guilty 
of a Pagan diſtruſt, if we 
deſired to penetrate into 


the futurity that Gop 


conceals from us.' We 
leave it to him. It is his 
to make ſweet or bitter, 
ſhort or long: Let him 


do what is good in his 


own eyes. | 
The moſt pre- 


66 
whatever it be, is to die 
to all wills of our own, 


that we may wholly give 


ourſelves up to that of 


"nn 
As manna had all 


taſtes, this general dis- 


ion contains all gra- 
ces, and all fentiments, 
ſuitable to all ſtates, 
Gon may place us in 
hereafter. 
zd. When we are thus 
ready for all, it is in 
this bottom of the abyſs 
we begin to take footing, 
we are as calm about the 
paſt as about the future, 
_ We ſuppoſe of our- 


ſelves all the worſt we 
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can; but we throw our- 
ſelves blindly into the 


arms of Gon; we for- 
get ourſelves; we loſe 


ourſelves; and this is 
the moſt perfect peni- 
tence, this oblivion of 
ourſelves; For all con- 
verſion - conſiſts only in 
renouncing 'ourſelves to 
be employed in Gon. 
This oblivion is the mar- 
tyrdom of ſelf- love; we 
would love a hundred 
times better to contra- 
dict, condemn, torment 
ourſelves mind and bo- 
dy, than forget our- 
ſel ves. 
This ablivion is an 


68 
antiihilation of ſelf- love, 
in which it finds no re- 
fuge; then the heart en- 
larges; we are caſed by 
unburdening the whole 
weight of | ourſelves, 
with which we were 
oppreſſed! We are a- 
ſtconiſhed, to ſee how 


fſtraight and fimple the 


way is. We believe, 
there was occaſion for 
a continual ſtruggle, and 
always ſome new ' ac- 
tions. 6 On the Con 1 

we perceive, there is 
little to do; that it is 
ſufficient, without rea- 
ſoning, either on the 


paſt, or the future, to 


- —- — , — - 
* —— . 


the mind, we 1 
of him, without ſtop- 
ping at this, we turn - 
gain towards him from 


e, 
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men Obs ti can 


fidence, as a good fa- 


ther, who leads us, in 


the preſent moment as 


by the band. 


If by any ſtraying of 
a of fight 


whom we had wander- 
ed. If we commit faults, 


the penitence we have 
for them is all of love; 
we turn again towards 
Gor; and he makes us 
feel what is his will. 

The ſin appears hide - 


ous : but the humiliation 


rifiog from it, and for 


which Gov has permit- 


ted it, appears good. 

As much as the re- 
flections of pride on our 
own faults are bitter, 
reſtleſs, and-chagrine us, 
ſo much is the return of 
the ſoul to Gop, after 
ns faults, recollected, 
4 and ſupported 

onfidence, © 

You will find, by ex> 


porience, how:wuch this | 


ple and peaceful re- 
turn will facilitate your 
correction, more than all 


your vexations for the 


faults that prevail * 
44 4 


"Only be faithful in 


"oy 

turning yourſelf, with 
ſimplicity, towardsGop, 
the moment you 'per- 
ceive yaur fault; it will 
be in vain for you, to 


cChicane with yourſelf; 


it is not with yourſelf 


. you ought to take your 


meaſures. When you 
torment yourſelf about 
your own miſeries, I ſce 
no body in your council, 
but you alone with your- 
ſelf ; poor council! in 
which Gos is not. 
Who willreach out his 


hand to belp you out of 


themare? willit beyou? 
Ha! tis you ' yourſelf 
who are ſunk into it, and 


— 


— — 
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72 | „ 
cannot get out: beſides, the 


this mixe is yourſelf; ſel 
the whole ſource of your we 
misfortune, is, you can- yo 


not get out of yourſelf; 
Do you hope to get 
out of it by converſin 


1 always with yourſelf f tu 
i and nouriſhing your ſen- | of 
|  >bility, by he fight of |, t 
| your weakneſſes ? you of j 
1 do nothing, but increaſe retu 
li your , tendernels for || time 
[ yourſelf, by all theſe [|| felv 
| returns. But the lealt {| 4 
1 view of Gop would jecti 
I calm your heart, diſor- = 
| dered by your being thus || only 
buly about yourſelf : his thus 
F preſence Works always dicir 
| FE 
| Fe 


returning to Him, every 


the going out of our- 
ſelves; and, this is what 
we want. Go out of 
yourſelf then, and you 
will be in peace: but, 
how ſhall we go out of 
ourſelves? we need only 
turn gently, on the fide 
of Gop, and form, by 
little and little, the habit 
of it, by our fidelity in 


time we perceive our- 
ſelves ſtrayed. 14 75 
As for the natural de- 
jection occaſioned by me- 
holy, it proceeds 
only from the body ; 
thus, regimen and me- 
— Sarnia it. 
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It is true, it always 
returns; but it is not 
voluntary. When Gop 
gives it, we ſupport it 
in peace, as the fever, 
and other bodily diſor- 
ders. + 

The imagination is in 
a profound darkneſs ; it 
1s all hung in mourning; 
but the will, that is nou- 
riſhed only by pure faith, 
is well ſatisfied to un 
dergo the trial of all 
| thels impreſſions : thus, 
wee are in peace; becauſe 
immediately we are with 
ourſelves, and reſig 
to Goo. | 
The queſtion” is not, 


| 


75 
what we feel, but what 
we will ; we will what- 
ever we have; we will 
nothing of what we have 
not ; we would not be 
delivered by ourſelves, 
from what we ſuffer, 
becauſe it belongs only 
to Gop, to diſtribute 
croſſes and conſolations: 
We are in joy, amid tri- 
bulations, as the Apoſtle 
ſays, not a joy of the 


ſenſes, but a joy of pure 


wills 4 


The impious, amid 


their pleaſures, have a 
conſtrained will, becauſe 
they are never content 


with their condition, 


— 
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They would drive away - 
certain diſguſts, and taſte 
Kill ſome pleaſures they 


Want. 


On the contrary, the 
faithful ſoul has a will 
conſtrained in nothing; 
me accepts freely every 
kind of pain Gos gives 
her. She wills it, ſhe 
loves it, ſhe embraces i it, 
the would not quit it, 


even though it coſt her 
but a fingle defire ;. be- 


_ cauſe, that deſire would 


be a ſelfiſh one; and 
contrary to her abandon 


to providence, which ſho 
will never CY” in 


any thing. 


countenance, and in his 


"FF 
If any thing is capable 
of ſetting the heart at 
large, and —__ free, 
it is this Abandon, It 
diffuſes in the heart a 
e, more overflowi 
— the rivers; — 
juſtice, that is as the 
depths of the ſea, (an 


| expreffien of Haiah.) If 


any thing can render a 
man's — ſerene, * 
fi pate its ſeruples and its 
—— fears, mom its 
— by the union of 

„give him a certain 
vigour in all his actions, 


and ſhed the joy of the 


Holy Spirit, even om his 


r 


78 | 
words; it is this fimple, 
Free, and child-like con- 


duct, in the arms of 


Cop. 

But, we reaſon too 
much, and hurt our- 
ſelves with reaſoning ; 
there is a temptation to 
reaſoning we muſt be 
afraid as of other 


hh — 
There is an occupation 
about ourſelves, nice, 
reſtleſs, and diſtruſtful ; 
which is a temptation-ſo 
much the more ſubtile, 
that we do not look on 
it as one; and that on 
the contrary, ' we fink 
into it, more and more; 


our onl 
ourſel ie 


Be 
becauſe we take it for 


; the vigilance commanded 


in the Goſpel. | 
- 4th. The vigilance 
zs8Us CHRIST enjoins, 
is a faithful attention to 
love always, and accom- 
pliſh the will of Goo, 
in the preſent moment, 
according to the ſigns we 
have of it; but it con- 
fiſts not in troubling aud 


putting ourſelves to the 


torture; and being in- 


ceſſantly employed about 


ourſelves, rather than 
lift our eyes towards 
God; from whom comes 


ves. 
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Why, under pretence 


| „ will 
obſtinate to diſcover in 
ourſelves, what it is not 


the will of God we 

ſhould ſee, during this 

lie? why lofe, by that, 
the fruit of pure faith, 
and inward peace ? why 


turn away from the pre 
ſence of Con, which, 
it is his will to render 
continual to us? He has 
not ſaid, be yourſelves 


always the object before 


which you ſhall walk ; 


but, he has ſaid, walk 


before me, and become 


1525 
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David, full of his 


on always before me, 
again, m are 
oe. lifted, Swank 
the Lon, that he may 
guard my feet from the 
nets; the is at 
his feet, his eyes hoẽW- 
ever are on high, It is 


leſs uſeful to conſider 


our danger, than the 
aſſiſtance of Gov : be- 
fide, we ſee all reunited 
in Gop., We ſee, there, 


both human mifery, and 


the divine goodneſs. A 
fingle glance of a ſoul 


upright and pure, be it 


never fo ſimple, per- 
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ceives all i in this infinite 


* 
But, on the contrary, 


| what can we ſee in our 


own darkneſs ? except, 


our very darkneſs, O, 


my Gov! provided I 
never ceaſe to ſee thee, 
I ſhall never ceaſe to ſee 
myſelf, in all my miſe- 
ries. And I ſhall ſee 
myſelf much better in 
thee, than in myſelf: 
true vigilance is, to fee 
in thee thy will, that I 
may accompliſh it ; and, 
not reaſon, without end, 
on the ſtate of my own, 

When external occu- 


pations hinder me from 


2. OZ NEN 
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t, 


_ ſenſes; yet, even then, 
at leaſt, I ſhall ſee thee, | 
_ © Loxp, doing all in 
all. 


„8785 5 
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tion, the avenues of my 


I ſhall every where 
ſee, with joy, thy will 


accompliſhed, books with- 


in me, and without, I 
ſhall inceſſantly ſay, A- 
men; as the bleſſed. I 
ſhall always ſing in my 
heart, the ſong of the 
celeſtial Sion. I ſhall 
bleſs Thee, even in the 
wicked, who, by their 


bad will, accompliſh {ill 


in ſpite of themſelves, 


. 


In the chaſte iderty of 
te — Thou giveſt 

dren, I ſhall a 
— 


chearfulnaſs, and confi- 
dence. Tho” 1 paſs 
© through the ſhades of 
death, I will fear no- 


6 thing; for Thou art 


_ © always with me. I 
6 will never ſeek any 
© danger; never enter 
into any engagements, 
w but with figns of thy 

Providence; that they 
0 _ be my ſtrength 
lation in it; 
+ wie in the ffates, 


i 2282 all 
, and all p 


in ſimplicity, 
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_ © ance; but, thou wilt 
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wo 
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© where thy call will | 
« fupport me, I will give | 
© to recollection, con- ; 
© templation and retire- 

© ment, all the days, the 
hours, the moments, 
Thou ſhalt leave me 

© free, I will never quit 

© this bleſſed ate, far- 

© ther than Thou ſhalt 

© call me, Thyſelf, to 

6 ſome external func- 

+ tion: then, I will go 

© out of Thee, inappear- 


© go out with me, and, 
© in this apparent out- 
going, Thou wilt carry 
+ me in thy boſom. 1 
$ will not ſeek myſelf, 
in my commerce with 


way - 
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6 3 Iwill not 
afraid left recollec- 


© tiondiminiſh my agree - - 


© ableneſs among them, 
© and make my conver- 
* ſation dry: for my will 
© 1s not to pleaſe them, 
£ farther than I muſt do 
6. it, to pleaſe Thee.“ 
© Tf thou wilt make 


—_— on myſelf, 
will, in n fimplicity, 


Whatever of thy gifts 
© Thou haſt made to flow 


FRE 
72 5 
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© onrme. I will not walk 


« groping, by falling al- 
* ways back on myſelf, 


uſe of me, for thy work 
on them, I ſurrender 
myſelf, and without 
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ot However dangerous 


C and diſſipating this 
e- -- If function may be, I will 

m, i * behave myſelf in fim- 

r- | © plicity before Thee, 

ill _ © with an upright inten- 

m, ©. tion; knowing how 

do © good the Father is, be- 
* fore whom I walk; "x 
ke and that He defires no 
rk | * ſubtilty in his own.” 
ler If on the contrary, 
= © Thou wilt not make 

If, uſe of me for others, I 

ty, vill not offer myſelf, I 


6 
. 
6 
| © will not go before, in 
tts l any thing. I will do, 
© in peace, the other 
things, to which Thou 
© haſt . bounded me, 
elf. F for, according to the 


R 
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e attraction of the ſtate 

of Abandon Thou haſt 
6 given me, I deſire, 
© nor refuſe nothing. I 
© am ready for all, and 
6 I conſent to be uſeful 
© to all.” | 


© Sought for, rejected, 


© known, not known, 


bl $ applauded} inveighed 


$ againſt, what is it to 
_ © me? tis Thee I ſeek, 
and not myſelf; Thee, 
© and not thy gifts; dis- 
© tinguiſhed from Thee 
6 a from thy love, all 
© conditions are indiffer- 
ent to me.. 
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